Ashram Community Houses
77 &79 Rock Street Sheffield

What follows is a brief description of the Ashram Community Houses at 77 & 79 Rock Street in
inner-city Pitsmoor, Sheffield, during the period | was at 77 summer 2008 to autumn 2019.

When | came to 77, 79 next door was not a community house, but was purchased by the Ashram
Community Trust some years later. Chris Bullock, whom | believe had resided at 77 from the time it was
purchased by the Trust, and Dr Raslan Al-Zubai, who was then engaged in postgraduate studies at
Sheffield University, were living there when | joined them. Some years later, Raslan left, having got
married, but regularly came around on visits, and to sort out any problem that arose on our house
computer. After his departure, 77 had some residents who really didnt remain long, and thereafter we
were joined by Cerys Brangwyn who enriched the community with her knowledge of diet, nutrition and
also the Orthodox Christian tradition.

Both 77 & 79 are semi-detached structures almost identical to each other, with a sitting room,
dining room, and kitchen on the ground floor, a cellar below, two bedrooms and a bath-toilet on the
upper floor, and a loft room above. However, they were very different in community praxis in that, 79
never really developed regular community praxis, while 77 had it all the time . However, | must mention
Sam Humphreys of 79 who was regularly involved in 77 s community programmes.

The front door and sitting room window of 77,
and the sitting room window of 79 Rock Street Sheffield

Theology , Features, and Praxis

The theology that the founder leader of the Ashram Community Rev Dr John Vincent,
entrenched within its ranks was one of discipleship to Jesus in community. The narratives on Jesus,
clearly depicts that discipleship was based in disciples homes which became community spaces.
Further, discipleship praxis is strongly evident in the Five Commitments of the Members of the Ashram
Community, which were prominently displayed at both houses.
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ASHRAM COMMUNITY

We commit ourselves to:

Follow the way as revealed by Jesus,

Support each other in good and ill,

Challenge evil with the power of love,

Offer the Kingdom in political and economic witness,
Work for the new community of all creation, and

Risk ourselves in a lifestyle of sharing

The Five Commitments of the Ashram Community

| must mention two outstanding features that were practiced at 77, without them ever being
decided upon as precepts or rules for praxis. Those were, welcoming one and all without judgement,
and the love and tolerance we had for each other. Perhaps, they are best expressed in the writings
below, three of many writings that adorned its walls. Such a display of writings, in a home is perhaps a
unique feature in itself.

. . Christians should judge no one, neither an open harlot,
: ' nor sinners, nor dissolute people, but should look upon all
Chuist ﬁe in alf W“ ith the simplicity of soul and a pure eye. Purity of heart,
Caffmgupon w, indeed, consists in seeing sinful and weak men and having
Chuist in abundance compassion for them and being merciful”.
W ) “Time will come when everyone will go crazy and whoever
Sﬁm’?ﬁ“ grace, is not acting similar to them will be called the crazy one. It

 Chuist be the is not important to do what pleases the people since
ot oep : nothing will please them. Everyone has his own mind. We
' &’“g‘m" \ should please the Holy Spirit within us. If you question the

_‘]}mlg, within us, effect of the surrounding environment and what we read

%t . g and hear on our consciences, | tell you, it is better to
Q&W f’mmt consult those who possess the wisdom and the virtues...”

Hene in this p&u:e. -Macarius of Egypt (295-392 CE)

Peter Hurley, Rock Street Ashram
House, Housewarming, 1996

How We Try to Feel and Express in this Community Home
Our life is love, peace
(despite occasional misunderstanding and disagreement),
and tenderness
(despite being hard sometimes)
We do this by
bearing one with another, forgiving one another, and not accusing one another;

But ‘praying’ one for the other in loving kindness,

and most importantly,
helping one another, always with a tender hand

-Improvised from the words of Isaac Penington , 1667







