
Ashram Community Houses 
77 &79 Rock Street Sheffield

What follows is a brief description of the Ashram Community Houses at 77 & 79 Rock Street in
inner-city Pitsmoor, Sheffield, during the period I was at 77 � summer 2008 to autumn 2019. 

When I came to 77, 79 next door was not a community house, but was purchased by the Ashram
Community Trust some years later. Chris Bullock, whom I believe had resided at 77 from the time it was
purchased by the Trust, and Dr Raslan Al-Zubai, who was then engaged in postgraduate studies at
Sheffield University, were living there when I joined them. Some years later, Raslan left, having got
married, but regularly came around on visits, and to sort out  any problem that arose on our house
computer. After his departure, 77 had some residents who really didn�t remain long, and thereafter we
were joined by Cerys Brangwyn who enriched the community with her knowledge of diet, nutrition and
also the Orthodox Christian tradition.   

Both 77 & 79 are semi-detached structures almost identical to each other, with a sitting room,
dining room, and kitchen on the ground floor, a cellar below, two bedrooms and a bath-toilet on the
upper floor, and a loft room above. However, they were very different in community praxis in that, 79
never really developed regular community praxis, while 77 had it �all the time�. However, I must mention
Sam Humphreys of 79 who was regularly involved in 77�s community programmes.

The front door and sitting room window of 77, 
and the sitting room window of 79 Rock Street Sheffield

�Theology�, Features, and Praxis

The  �theology�  that  the  founder  leader  of  the  Ashram  Community  Rev  Dr  John  Vincent,
entrenched within its ranks was one of discipleship to Jesus in community. The narratives on Jesus,
clearly  depicts  that  discipleship  was  based  in  disciples�  homes  which  became  community  spaces.
Further, discipleship praxis is strongly evident in the Five Commitments of the Members of the Ashram
Community, which were prominently displayed at both houses.
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